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UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS 
DEPARTMENT OF WORLD LANGUAGES, LITERATURES & CULTURES 

 
GERMAN 3040.001: Topics in German Culture 

Topic: The Berlin Wall  
Spring Semester 2018 

 
General Information: 
 
Instructor: Dr. Carol Anne Costabile-Heming 
Email:   carolanne.costabile-heming@unt.edu 
Main office: (940) 565-2404 
Office hours: MW 12:30-1:30 pm or by appointment (LANG 401-K) 
 
REQUIRED COURSE MATERIAL:  
 
Schneider, Peter. Der Mauerspringer. ISBN: 9783499135323 
 
Wolf, Christa. Der geteilte Himmel. ISBN:9783423009157 
 
Additional short texts will be posted to Blackboard. 
 
COURSE PREREQUISITE: The prerequisite for this course is the successful completion of German 2050 or the 
equivalent.  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES: This course presents an in-depth analysis of the Berlin Wall and its 
legacy. Students will gain familiarity with the history of postwar Germany; will gain knowledge about 
divided German society by exploring life on both sides of the Berlin Wall; will become familiar with 
portrayals of the Berlin Wall in literature and film; will explore Wall art; and will examine current 
practices of memorialization.  
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADE ASSESSMENT 
 
Course Evaluation: 
Class participation  20% 

Worksheets 15% 

Lead class discussion 10% 

Short Papers (3) 30% 

Biography Project 15% 

Final Exam 10% 
 
 
1. Class Participation (20%): Students are expected to participate actively in class discussions and to 
prepare the readings, listening/viewing activities, and written assignments prior to each class. Class 
participation, effort, attentiveness, preparation, responsibility, and, in general, active and constructive 
involvement in all aspects of the course will be graded by the instructor. Please refrain from the 
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following: late arrival, early departure, cell phone/laptop usage unrelated to class work. Students are 
responsible for all material covered in class, and the materials covered in class will be included on 
exams. When you are absent, it is YOUR responsibility to obtain the day’s assignment (by consulting the 
syllabus, a classmate and/or Blackboard). 
 
Attendance:  regular attendance is expected. You are allowed a maximum of two (2) unexcused 
absences (= one week of class) without penalty. A total of eight (8) unexcused absences will result in an 
automatic grade of F for the course. Excused absences are only: A.) illness with doctor's documentation, 
B.) official university sponsored activities, and C.) the observance of certain religious holidays (see 
Student Attendance and Authorized Absences in the UNT Policy Manual http://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-
039 for details. If you miss assignments because of an excused absence, you may make up the work 
according to a schedule agreed to by you and the professor. If your absence is not excused, you will 
receive a grade of zero (0) for any assignment due that day. 
 
2. Worksheets (15%): It is expected that students complete all reading, viewing, and listening 
assignments prior to class. The reading assignments are designed to stimulate class discussions. You are 
responsible for preparing the readings thoroughly, which may involve learning new vocabulary and 
specialized expressions. Worksheets to accompany the readings will be distributed in class and posted to 
Blackboard. 
 
3. Lead class discussion (10%): Each student will be responsible for preparing questions to stimulate 
class discussion and leading the discussion for a 30-minute segment of class. You will submit your 
discussion questions/ideas to me 1 week prior to your scheduled class. 
 
4. Short Papers (3X10%=30%): Students will write 3 short papers based on the readings and material 
presented in class. Each paper will be a minimum of 700 words, and will be due according to the 
schedule on the syllabus. Students will receive the paper topic 1 week prior to the due date. 
 
5. Biography project (15%): Each student will create a fictional identity, and keep a journal that 
chronicles experiences living with the Wall. There will be weekly prompts for each journal entry. The 
journals will be collected four times during the semester according to the schedule on the syllabus. 
 
6. Final Exam (10%): Students will complete a comprehensive take-home final exam. Students will 
receive the exam 1 week prior, and the completed exam will be due by 3:30 pm, Monday, May 7. 
 
GRADE DISTRIBUTION: 
 
A = 100 – 90%   D = 69.9 – 60% 
B = 89.9 – 80%   F = 59.9 – 0% 
C = 79.9 – 70%  

http://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-039
http://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-039
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General course and university guidelines 
 
1. Blackboard: All course assignments and materials will be posted on the course Blackboard site – if you 
are unable to attend a particular class, it is your responsibility to go to Blackboard to get that day’s 
assignment.  
 
2. Course communication: The instructor will communicate with students through Blackboard 
Announcements and through UNT e-mail. All e-mail will be sent to students’ UNT e-mail accounts. It is 
the students’ responsibility to check UNT e-mail regularly or have UNT e-mail forwarded to another 
account. In addition, the instructor will only respond to student e-mail if it is sent from the official UNT 
account. E-mail messages sent from other accounts will not be read by the instructor. 
 
3. Cell phones and laptops: The instructor utilizes technology and other media in the learning process. 
Cell phones, iPads, tablets, and laptops may be used to access online resources during instruction. 
Texting, game playing, Facebook, etc. are not permitted. If it is determined that cell phones, etc. are 
being used for anything other than educational purposes, the student will receive a grade of 0 for that 
day’s class participation grade.  
 
4. Academic integrity: All work submitted in your name must be your own work. Submitting someone 
else’s work is plagiarism. Cheating and plagiarism are serious matters. The usual penalties for these 
offenses include failure for the assignment, failure in the course, and a written report to the Dean of 
Students. See 
http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/06.003_StudentStandardsOfAcademicIntegrity_8_2017.pdf  
 
5. Religious holidays: In accordance with Section 51.911 of the Texas Education Code, UNT will allow a 
student who is absent from class for observance of a religious holy day to take an examination or 
complete an assignment scheduled for that day within a reasonable time. Students are required to file a 
written request with each professor within the first 15 days of the semester to qualify for an excused 
absence. A copy of the state rules and procedures regarding holy days and the form for notification of 
absence from each class under this provision are available from the Registrar’s Office. 

6. Disability accommodation: The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic 
accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking reasonable accommodation must first 
register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is 
verified, the ODA will provide you with a reasonable accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to 
begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request reasonable 
accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of reasonable accommodation should be provided 
as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must 
obtain a new letter of reasonable accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty 
member prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of 
reasonable accommodation during faculty office hours or by appointment. Faculty members have the 
authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours to protect the 
privacy of the student. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at 
http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323. 

7. Acceptable student behavior: Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct 
a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in 
any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave 

http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/06.003_StudentStandardsOfAcademicIntegrity_8_2017.pdf
http://www.unt.edu/oda
https://myunt-my.sharepoint.com/tel/940.565.4323


Spring 2018  4 

the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the 
student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct.  The university's expectations for student 
conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion 
groups, field trips, etc. The Code of Student Conduct can be found at www.deanofstudents.unt.edu 

8. Sexual Discrimination, Harassment, & Assault: UNT is committed to providing an environment free of 
all forms of discrimination and sexual harassment, including sexual assault, domestic violence, dating 
violence, and stalking. If you (or someone you know) has experienced or experiences any of these acts of 
aggression, please know that you are not alone. The federal Title IX law makes it clear that violence and 
harassment based on sex and gender are Civil Rights offenses. UNT has staff members trained to 
support you in navigating campus life, accessing health and counseling services, providing academic and 
housing accommodations, helping with legal protective orders, and more. UNT’s Dean of Students’ 
website offers a range of on-campus and off-campus resources to help support survivors, depending on 
their unique needs: http://deanofstudents.unt.edu/resources. Renee LeClaire McNamara is UNT’s 
Student Advocate and she can be reached through e-mail at SurvivorAdvocate@unt.edu or by calling the 
Dean of Students’ office at 940-565-2648. 

9. Student Perceptions of Teaching: The Student Perceptions of Teaching (SPOT) is a requirement for all 
organized classes at UNT. This short survey will be made available to you at the end of the semester, 
providing you a chance to comment on how this class is taught. I am very interested in the feedback I 
get from students, as I work to continually improve my teaching. I consider the SPOT to be an important 
part of your participation in this class. 

10. Important Dates and Deadlines: Students should familiarize themselves with the Registrar’s office 
dates and deadlines by visiting this website: https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/spring-registration-
guide.  

http://www.deanofstudents.unt.edu/
http://deanofstudents.unt.edu/resources
http://SurvivorAdvocate@unt.edu/
https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/spring-registration-guide
https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/spring-registration-guide
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DAILY ASSIGNMENT GUIDE 
PLEASE NOTE THIS IS MERELY A GUIDE AND THE INSTRUCTOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO MAKE CHANGES. 

CHANGES WILL BE ANNOUNCED IN CLASS AND ON BLACKBOARD.  
 

Datum Thema Zum Lesen Wichtige Aufgaben 
    

17.1 Einführung   
22.1 Geschichte (1945-1961) Die Geschichte Berlins, S. 107-114 

Ladd, 7-39 
 

24.1 Geschichte (1945-1961) Die Geschichte Berlins, S. 114-117  
29.1 Geschichte (1961-1968) Die Geschichte Berlins, S. 118-120  
31.1 Geschichte (1968-1976) Die Geschichte Berlins, S. 121-126  
5.2 Geschichte (1976-1986) Die Geschichte Berlins, S. 126-129  
7.2 Geschichte (1986-1989) Die Geschichte Berlins S. 129-135 Journal/Biography 1 
12.2 Der Mauerspringer   
14.2  Der Mauerspringer  Short Paper 1 
19.2 Der Mauerspringer   
21.2 Der Mauerspringer   
26.2 Der Mauerspringer   
28.2 Der Mauerspringer   
5.3  Film: Der Mann auf der Mauer MacGregor, S. 20-37 Journal/Biography 2 
7.3 Der geteilte Himmel    
19.3 Der geteilte Himmel  Short Paper 2 
21.3 Der geteilte Himmel   
26.3 Der geteilte Himmel   
28.3 Der geteilte Himmel   
2.4 Der geteilte Himmel  Journal/Biography 3 
4.4 Der geteilte Himmel   
9.4 Der geteilte Himmel   
11.4 Film: Der geteilte Himmel   
16.4 Art Webber, S. 163-177; Short Paper 3 
18.4 Art Major, S. 267-283  
23.4 Art   
25.4 Memorials Die Geschichte Berlins, S. 136-140 Journal/Biography 4 
30.4 Memorials Major, S. 283-290  
3.5 Film--Sonnenallee   
    
7.5 Final exam due by 3:30 pm   
 


